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Falcon Footnote 

 Start planning now for the DFHAA 2027 Reunion.  Save the Date for 12-14 October 2027!   Stay tuned! 

     Happy Spring, DFHers! 
USAFA is through its Spring 
Break and in the final stretch 
before finals. It’s been a busy 
semester—most notably we 
welcomed the twelfth Dean of 
the Faculty, Brig Gen James 
Valpiani. General Valpiani 
took command in mid-March 
and has already demonstrated 
his commitment to academics 
and the faculty through his 
interactions with department 
leadership. In his change of 
command speech he even 
name-dropped our very own 
(then) Capt Ed Kaplan as his 
military history instructor who 
left a lasting impact on his 
professional and academic de-
velopment. The general is a 
test pilot and engineer by 
training, and you can find a 
great summary of his career 

from the Association of Gradu-
ates here: https://
www.usafa.edu/academy-to-
welcome-new-dean-of-the-
faculty/ 
 
     This semester we have re-
sumed cadet field trips. Lt Col 
Gil Sambolin took 36 Ameri-
can History cadets to History 
Colorado in Denver. The visit 
combined self-guided museum 
exploration, focused exhibit 
engagement, and a behind-the-
scenes special collections expe-
rience to reinforce classroom 
learning through direct interac-
tion with historical artifacts, 
interpretation, and public histo-
ry.  
 
     Lt Col Dan Jackson took his 
Airpower History cadets to 
Wings over the Rockies, also in 
Denver, where they learned 
how to use museum displays 
and artifacts as primary sources 
and gained an appreciation for 
the guts and skills of their pre-
decessors and their Air and 
Space Force heritage.  
 
     We also had a strong contin-
gent at the Society of Military 
History Conference in Wash-
ington DC. Lt Col Joe Eanett 
chaired and commented on an 
all-DFH panel with presenta-

tions from Maj Paul Lands-
berg (environmental testing 
for Cold War weapons sys-
tems), Dr Jorden Pitt 
(development of aviation psy-
chology in World War II), and 
Dr Stephanie Makowski 
(interracial relationships be-
tween GIs and civilians in 
Britain during World War II).  
 
     We will have lots more for 
you on faculty publications, 
cadet accomplishments, and 
travel in the June and Septem-
ber editions of the Footnote. 
I’ll be especially excited to 
report out on the Depart-
ment’s annual historic weap-
ons shoot, which this year was 
made possible by the deliber-
ate engagement of the DFH 
Alumni Association during 
the Academy Foundation’s 
giving Tuesday. Thank you 
for your enduring support of 
DFH and please share news of 
the DFH Alumni Association 
with any former faculty or 
cadets you are in contact with 
who may not be connected.  
 
     With gratitude, on behalf 
of our current department 
members and cadets, because 
“once a DFHer, always a 
DFHer!”  

https://www.usafa.edu/academy-to-welcome-new-dean-of-the-faculty/
https://www.usafa.edu/academy-to-welcome-new-dean-of-the-faculty/
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     Welcome to the Spring 26 edi-
tion of the Falcon Footnote!  A 
long brutal winter for some of us 
is over, and we have passed the 
spring equinox, so summer is 
around the corner.  Spring brings 
renewal and change.  The Acade-
my is no different.  DF welcomed 
a new Dean on 16 March, and you 
will find Brigadier General Valpi-
ani’s bio on page 4 with a link that 
should answer all your questions.  
A new superintendent and com-
mandant will be arriving in the 
summer with those names not yet 
finalized.   
     This edition contains some-
thing new that we are going to pe-
riodically revisit.  We added a sec-
tion on Alumni scholarship that 
you will find interesting.  DFH 
served as a platform for creating 
historians for life, and the breadth 
of the continued contributions to 
our history profession warms the 

heart.   In addition, Dik Daso 
provided a great update on 
AFHF and the important take-
away is the symposium on 13-
14 May.  We had a great pres-
ence last year, and there is a 
link to register for the event 
this year in the AFHF pages. 
Come join us and I can prom-
ise you a good time.  On page 
13, Kristi Lowenthal provides 
an article on Santos-Dumont.  
John Terino (page 15) writes a 
partner article on the birth of 
the pilot watch.  Both articles 
will widen your horizons on 
Air Force history.  Plus, if you 
can look at the pictures of the 
“crushed hat” tradition and not 
laugh, you can send me a note 
and I will explain the joke. 
     Finally, you will see a sum-
mary of what the different 
committees’ accomplished 
over the last year.  We were 
very successful in 2025 with a 
reunion, sponsorship of the 
Harmon Memorial Reception 
and most importantly raising 
the money for the Cadet His-
torical Weapons Shoot.  As 
most of you know, very little 
outside of the basic classroom 
mission is supported by any 
form of government funds.  
This weapons shoot is valuable 
for bringing the history major 
to life and recruiting more ca-
dets to our cause.  I want to 
express my personal thanks to 

those who contributed.  These 
are the places where we can 
fulfil the other half of our mis-
sion of supporting the depart-
ment 
     Brenda Roth, Don Bishop, 
John Terino, Mark Clodfelter, 
Dik Daso and Larry Skogen 
have hit another home run with 
this edition and I hope you en-
joy the read.  On to Summer!! 

https://usafadfhalumniassociation.com/membership/
https://usafadfhalumniassociation.com/
http://www.youtube.com/@USAFADepartmentofHistoryAlumni
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DFHAA Committee Updates 
Affinity Group:  (Larry Weaver)  We have had a dramatically successful year marked by three important 
milestones. First, we held the second Alumni Association reunion where we recognized our 2024 (Brigadier 
Generals Hurley and Reddel) and 2025 (Brigadier General Reynolds) Distinguished Alumni and renewed our 
ties to the department and the Academy.  We had representatives from every DFH generation from Major Gen-
eral Rohr carrying the banner of our founders to three Firsties heading to graduate school before their tours in 
the Air Force, followed by assignments to DFH. Second, we sponsored the Harmon Memorial reception after 
probably one of the best presentations in the lecture series.  Finally, we raised the money to fund the 2026 
DFH Cadet Historical Weapon Shoot.  This event run by the department and funded through the Foundation is 
an important event for military history majors.  Our focus is to build the camaraderie among Department mem-
bers past and present and future while providing support for the DFH’s mission.  These three events show real 
progress on all fronts.  
 
Harmon Memorial Lecture:  (Larry Weaver) The Harmon team helped rally support for the lecture in meet-
ings with its major supporter, John Hurley, and we were rewarded with one of the best lectures of all time.  Dr 
Kate Landdeck gave a well-respected and received lecture in F-1that roused cadets to declare a history major.  
In addition, we sponsored the after-lecture reception in a manner fit for our memories of days gone by.  We 
also timed the 2025 reunion so that the lecture was the first official event, and it was well attended by the DFH 
alumni.  Credit for leading this effort rests with Mark and Donna Clodfelter who organized the reception and 
coached the speaker to success.  The stage is set for our group to help the department ensure that the oldest lec-
ture series at the academy remains the crown jewel of DF presentations. 
 
Fogleman Project:  (Mark Clodfelter)  The effort to fund a bronze statue of Gen Ronald Fogleman (USAFA 
’63) and his wife, “Miss Jane,” continues, with our proposal having been submitted to the USAFA Memorial 
Fund Committee for review.  We submitted our proposal more than six months ago.  Although we made sever-
al efforts to contact the Fund Committee for an update, our efforts have thus far proven unsuccessful. We will 
continue trying.  Estimated costs for the statue, which will appear adjacent to the Class of 1963 Exhibit in Ar-
nold Hall, run between $100,000 and $110,000.  The sculptor, Jim Nance (USAFA ’71), has met with General 
Fogleman about the project and will begin work after we have received approval from the Fund Committee to 
start collecting donations.   
 
Friends of DFH:  (Darrel Whitcomb)  We currently have 35 DFH Friends registered on our website.  I still 
periodically send invites to veterans groups.  Many of you are well-connected through your service and 
professional endeavors.  If you know anyone who would like to become a member, please reach out and invite 
them to join. We are our best advertisement and our best recruiters.   
 
DFHAA Reunion:  (Donna Clodfelter)  The next DFHAA reunion is slated for Tuesday-Thursday, October 
12-14, 2027, tentatively at The Antlers Hotel in downtown Colorado Springs, where it was held in 2025.  Last 
year’s room rates were $165/night plus tax, while daily parking was $24 valet, or $19 self-park, and we antici-
pate similar prices for Fall 2027.  Evening events include a reception, a banquet (tentatively on Thursday, Oc-
tober 14), and a possible Harmon Memorial Lecture.  We’re also looking into some unique tour possibili-
ties.  More details to follow as we get closer to the event.  
 
Falcon Footnote:  (Brenda Roth)  We are currently publishing four Footnotes every year.  One is devoted to 
the Alumni Association, one for DFH news, and two “special” editions. We currently have 390 alumni and 
friends who receive the newsletter.  
  
DFHAA website (Larry Skogen)  The DFH Alumni Association website is packed with information about our 
association and membership. You can access the Falcon Footnote from the website, but hang around awhile 
and see what else is there. Clicking on the tabs will take you to various publications, information on member-
ship (we now have 181 members and 35 Friends), previous reunion photos, video and audio links, Air Force 
Historical Foundation information, and the names and obituaries of those who have departed our ranks. If you 
have an idea about what should be added to our website, please contact Larry Skogen (lcskogen@gmail.com). 
He’s a confirmed Luddite but has tricked the technology into thinking he knows what he’s doing. 

https://usafadfhalumniassociation.com/membership/
https://usafadfhalumniassociation.com
mailto:lcskogen@gmail.com
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JAMES VALPIANI TAPPED AS NEW DEAN 
By Mark “Clod” Clodfelter (Class of 1977; DFH 1983-1985, 1987-1991)  

     

On February 5, 2026, Air Force 
Secretary Tony Meink announced 
that Air Force Col James P. 
“Fangs” Valpiani will serve as 
USAFA’s Dean. He assumed 
command on March 16th with a 
promotion to brigadier general.  

Valpiani was USAFA’s top 
graduate from the Class of 2004, 
a Marshall and Truman Scholar 
who graduated from the French 
test pilot school and received 
honors as the Air Force’s top test 
pilot in 2017.  He has a PhD in 
astronautical engineering, with 
more than 1,200 flying hours in 
30 different types of aircraft,  
including nearly 100 combat 
hours in the F-15E.  Valpiani 
also commanded the F-35 Inte-
grated Test Force of 650 person-
nel in high-risk developmental 
testing of the nation’s most mod-
ern fighter aircraft.  He also 
graduated from the Air Force’s 
School of Advanced Air and 
Space Studies (SAASS), where 

he wrote the thesis, In Defense of 
the Common Good: Strategy, Eth-
ics, and the Responsibilities of 
Command.  In his work, he argued 
that Aristotle’s ethical thinking, 
combined with Clausewitz’s ideas 
on strategy, can reframe just war 
principles.  The result is “a coher-
ent framework which enables 
officers and scholars to investi-
gate strategic and ethical aspects 
of command in an integrated 
manner.”   
     For more insight on this ex-
tremely well-prepared officer, 
please see Academy to welcome 
new Dean of the Faculty • United 
States Air Force Academy. 

https://www.usafa.edu/academy-to-welcome-new-dean-of-the-faculty/
https://www.usafa.edu/academy-to-welcome-new-dean-of-the-faculty/
https://www.usafa.edu/academy-to-welcome-new-dean-of-the-faculty/


5 

WHAT’S NEW AT AIR UNIVERSITY 
By John Terino (DFH 1991-1995) 

     Since many DFHers, past 
and present, have connections 
with Air University (AU), I 
was asked to provide an update 
regarding things at Maxwell 
AFB.  Over the last few years, 
higher education in general, 
and PME specifically, have 
been in the news for a variety 
of reasons [A sampling of 
some of the debate (with some 
pieces written by DFHers) can 
be found in these links: https://
warontherocks.com/category/
special-series/educating-the-
force/; https://
www.military.com/daily-news/
opinions/2023/09/22/why-our-
generals-cant-think.html; 
https://
warontherocks.com/2026/03/
military-senior-service-
colleges-require-reform-but-
there-sure-are-some-bad-ideas-
out-there/; https://
amgreatness.com/2026/02/16/
making-the-war-colleges-great
-again/. ] 

     Some of the fallout from 
these ideas has affected AU in 
various ways. First, over the 
past five years there has been 
an emphasis on great power 
competition in all the schools.   

     Second, the Joint Staff has 
mandated an outcome-based 
education approach that has 
affected some elements of 
what happens at Air Command 
and Staff College (ACSC) and 
Air War College (AWC). 
(https://ndupress.ndu.edu/
Media/News/News-Article-
View/Article/3678739/a-new-
form-of-accountability-in-jpme

-the-shift-to-outcomes-based-
military-educa/;  https://
www.usni.org/magazines/
proceedings/2025/august/
value-joint-professional-
military-education; and 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/
research_reports/RRA1694-
1.html .  

     Third, at ACSC, there has 
been a strong focus on the 
Joint Planning Process for Air 
(JPPA) coupled with sending 
more operators and top tier 
officers to the  in-residence 
program.  In addition, ACSC 
is having a faculty and staff 
reunion May 14-15, 2026.  
Use the QRC code below for 
more information.   

     Finally, there was a re-
structuring of Air University 
related to the creation of Ari-
man Development Command 
proposed by the former 
CSAF, General Allvin 
(https://
www.airandspaceforces.com/
airman-development-
command-2025-foundational-
change-allvin/ and https://

www.af.mil/News/Article-
Display/Article/3690126/
airman-development-
command-announced-
supporting-sweeping-changes-
to-maintain-su/.    

     Although this change was 
ultimately not implemented, 
Air University had already lost 
billets and developed new or-
ganizations in preparation.  
The main result was the estab-
lishment of an Air War Col-
lege Enterprise that encom-
passes Air War College, Air 
Command and Staff College, 
the School of Advanced Air 
and Space Studies, the Interna-
tional Officer School, and the 
Center for Science and Tech-
nology under the same leader-
ship. 

     Other happenings that may 
be of interest to readers of the 
Falcon Footnote are events 
such as ACSC’s 3rd Annual 
Airpower Forum, May 11–14, 
2026. Several DFHers, includ-
ing Steve Call, Jobie Turner, 
and Joel Mathews, are on the 
program. The Gathering of 
Eagles is still going strong.  
Gen Ron Fogleman was one of 
the honorees last year, and this 
year includes astronaut Elieen 
Collins, Jacqueline Van Ovost, 
Doug Englen, and Fred Haise.   

     Finally, I can report that a 
few children of DFHers are 
students at ACSC this year.  In 
addition to my son and his 
wife, Robert Carriedo’s daugh-
ter is also in the class.  

https://warontherocks.com/category/special-series/educating-the-force/
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Become A Member: afhistory.org/

support/become-a-member 

AFHF Website: afhistory.org/   

The Journal of the AFHF: afhisto-

ry.org/journal-of-the-air-force-

historical-foundation/ 

2026 Symposium and Awards Banquet 

13-14 May 2026 
Go here to register 

 

The Air Force Historical Foundation is pleased to announce the recipients of Awards for 
2025-26. These units and individuals represent the finest traditions of both the USAF and 
the USSF. Congratulations to all on their accomplishments! 

2025 AFHF James H. 

“Jimmy” Doolittle Award 

 

 

 

 

 

509th Bomb Wing 

The James H. “Jimmy” Doolittle 
Award recognizes an active Air 
Force or Space Force unit for 
gallantry, determination, esprit 
de corps, and superior manage-
ment of joint operations in ac-
complishing its mission under 
difficult and hazardous condi-
tions in multiple conflicts. 
The 509th Bomb Wing is sta-
tioned at Whiteman Air Force 
Base, Missouri.   

2025 AFHF Air National 
Guard Award for Superior 

Unit Performance 
(Inaugural Trophy for ANG 

Excellence) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

131st Bomb Wing 

The ANG Award recognizes an 
ANG unit for gallantry, determi-
nation, esprit de corps, and supe-
rior management of joint opera-
tions in accomplishing its mis-
sion under difficult and hazard-
ous conditions in multiple con-
flicts. 
     On June 21, 2025 seven B-2 
Spirit bombers delivered an over-
night strike on three Iranian nu-
clear facilities, the largest B-2 
operational strike in US history. 
In a timeline of just weeks, mem-
bers of the 509th and 131st 

Bomb Wings turned strategic 
planning of an unprecedented op-
eration into global execution. 
During the Iran–Israel War, the 
131st Bomb Wing was tasked to 
participate in Operation Midnight 
Hammer, the largest operational 
deployment of the B-2 Spirit in 
USAF history. On the night of 12
–13 June 2025, Missouri Air Na-
tional Guard Airmen flew along-
side active-duty counterparts 
from the 509th Bomb Wing in a 
coordinated strike against Iranian 
nuclear development facilities. 
Operation Midnight Hammer 
marked the first time the Air Na-
tional Guard directly participated 
in a nuclear-deterrence strike 
package of this scale. 
     “The success of this mission 
demonstrates the precision and 
potency of a combat-ready Air 
Force and strategic innovation,” 
USAF Secretary Dr Troy Meink 
said. “The warfighting capability 
of the Total Force Airmen here 
and the B-2 Spirit was tested with 
the world watching, and Team 
Whiteman performed flawlessly.”  

afhistory.org/support/become-a-member
afhistory.org/support/become-a-member
https://www.afhistory.org/
https://www.afhistory.org/journal-of-the-air-force-historical-foundation/
https://www.afhistory.org/journal-of-the-air-force-historical-foundation/
https://www.afhistory.org/journal-of-the-air-force-historical-foundation/
https://afhistory.org/events/


7 

     The complex operation incor-
porated decoy bombers that flew 
west over the Pacific Ocean. This 
deceptive tactic was known ahead 
of time by only a select few mis-
sion planners at Whiteman AFB 
and key leaders at the Pentagon 
and US Central Command head-
quarters. The seven aircraft that 
executed the mission deployed a 
total of 14 GBU-57 Massive Ord-
nance Penetrators, which was the 
first operational use of the 
“bunker buster” bombs. 
 

2025 AFHF General Carl A. 
“Tooey” Spaatz Award 

The General Carl “Tooey” Spaatz 
Award recognizes an individual 
who has made significant contri-
butions in their lifetime to the 
making of Air Force history that 
continues to shape the future de-
velopment of the service. 
 

Col James G. “Snake” Clark, 
USAF (ret) 

“The Godfather of the MQ-1 
Predator.” 

     “Snake” Clark has been de-
scribed as one of the most color-
ful, innovative, and risk-taking 

US Air Force (USAF) warfighters 
in the service’s 70-year history. 
He served in the Senior Executive 

Service. In a career spanning five 
decades, he enabled numerous 
tactical and strategic capabilities 

which shaped our modern-day 
USAF. His work includes build-
ing and standup of the Warrior 

Preparation Center (WPC) – the 
world’s premier wargaming, 
modeling, and simulation center. 

Leading the USAF’s first mission 

planning division, his implemen-
tation of a system program office 

and shrewd identification and 
canceling of systems that did not 
work led to operational success 

for its first use in support of Op-
eration El Dorado Canyon. His 
leadership as USAF Director of 

Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance (ISR) Moderni-
zation and Infrastructure capital-

ized on his skills as one of the 
Defense Department’s leading 
experts in the fields of mission 

planning, commercial imagery, 
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) 
applications, computer modeling 
and simulations and as the inven-

tor of EAGLE Vision. Snake for-
ever changed airpower through 
his determined advocacy in the 

early stages of the Predator 
UAV/RPA platform. His efforts 
brought innovation that changed 

the calculus involved in combat 
operations for the USAF, sister 
services, allies, and perhaps our 

adversaries and competing pow-
ers. He is rightfully known as 
“The Godfather of the MQ-1 

Predator.” 

2025 AFHF General John W. 
“Jay” Raymond Award 

The General John W. “Jay” Ray-
mond Award recognizes an indi-
vidual who has made significant 
contributions in their lifetime to 
the making of US Space Force 
history that continues to shape 
the future development of the 
service. 

US Repre-
sentative 
Michael 
Dennis  
Rogers, 
Alabama 
. 
 

 

     Since he was first elected in 
2002, Mike has been known for 
his tireless advocacy for the peo-
ple and interests of Alabama’s 
Third Congressional District. He 
currently serves as Chairman of 
the House Armed Services Com-
mittee and previously served as 
the Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Homeland Securi-
ty in the 116th Congress. His 
leadership on these issues has 
been vital to Alabama’s interests. 
     Nationally, Rep. Rogers has 
built a reputation as a recognized 
leader on national security and a 
strong advocate for national de-
fense. As Chairman of the 
Armed Services Committee, he 
works to ensure that our military 
is properly funded, that our warf-
ighters have the resources and 
weapons they need to succeed on 
current and future battlefields, 
and that the military is focused 
on deterring and combating 
threats coming from China and 
our other adversaries. 

     During his tenure on the 
House Armed Services Commit-
tee, Mike saw a need to realign 
our resources and efforts toward 
countering our adversaries in 
space. With bipartisan support in 
Congress, Mike initiated and 
oversaw the creation of the US 
Space Force. 

2025 Best Journal Article 
Award 

Korey F. “Bounce” Lantes 

“REFORPAC’s Pacific Play-
book: Survive, Surge, Sustain, 
and Synchronize to 
Win” (JAFHF Fall 2025) 
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     Maj Korey F. Lantes is an 
experienced Air Force officer 
with 12 years of service as an 
Air Battle Manager.  He is a 
Master AETC instructor and 
has served as an Instructor and 
Evaluator ABM on the E–8C 
JSTARS and at the ABM 
Schoolhouse. Major Lantes has 
deployed to multiple theaters, 
including CENTCOM and 
PACOM, with over 750 combat 
hours supporting various opera-
tions. He is currently pursuing 
his PhD in Military History 
through the Air Force Ad-
vanced Academic Degree pro-
gram at Kansas State Universi-
ty. 
 
Airpower History Book Prize 

John Andreas Olsen, 
Airpower Pioneers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     John Andreas Olsen is a 
colonel in the Royal Norwegian 
Air Force currently assigned to 
NATO headquarters. He is a 
professor at the Norwegian In-
stitute for Defense Studies, a 
non-resident senior fellow of 
the Mitchell Institute for Aero-
space Studies, and a fellow of 
the Royal Swedish Academy of 
War Sciences. Professor Olsen 
has published a series of books 
on airpower strategy and de-
fense policy, lectured world-

wide, and received several 
awards for his writings. His 
latest books include Airpow-
er Reborn, Airpower Ap-
plied, and Routledge Hand-
book of Air Power.    

 
Space History Book Prize 

David Arnold 
Space Force Pioneers 

 
     David Arnold is a promi-
nent figure in the field of 
space leadership and strate-
gy. He is the editor of Space 
Force Pioneers: Trailblazers 
of the Sixth Branch, a book 
that delves into the biog-
raphies of key space leaders 
who have made significant 
contributions to military 
space.  
     Arnold's work is a valua-
ble resource for understand-
ing the evolution of the Unit-
ed States Space Force and 
the leadership styles of its 
pioneers. His expertise in 
space and missile strategy, 
along with his experience as 
a colonel in the US Air 
Force, makes his contribu-
tions to the field of space 
leadership particularly note-
worthy. 

 

 

 
AFHF President’s Medal For 

Exceptionally Meritorious 
Contributions to the 

Foundation 
 

Rick Herter, Excellence in 
Artistic Documentation of  

Aviation History 

 
     After graduating from 
Spring Arbor University with a 
BA in art in 1984, he cultivated 
his artistic skills and began 
working in the commercial art 
and illustration arena. Rick’s 
first commemorative air show 
poster won a national award 
and the following season, the 
artist was commissioned to cre-
ate work for shows in Pitts-
burgh, Denver and Cleveland. 
In 1987 Rick was invited to 
become a participating artist in 
the elite Air Force Art Pro-
gram. The AFAP, under the 
office of the Secretary of the 
Air Force, was created in the 
1950s using the talents of select 
artists to document Air Force 
activities and history world-
wide. 
     Rick has generously granted 
the AFHF access to his art for 
Journal, Newsletter, and web-
site uses. The 2024 Summer 
Journal Special Edition fea-
tured Rick’s art in a wonderful 
20-page historic essay.  
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DFH ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP 

Phillip 
Meilinger 

(Class of 1970; DFH 
1978-79; 1986-89) 

 

Phil’s latest 
book is coming 
out in May 2026 
from Cambridge 
Press (link). 

 
 

Mark “Clod” Clodfelter 
(Class of 1977; DFH 1983-85, 1987-91) 

 

     Clod continues to research and 
write. First, his book chapter 
“The Air Wars in Vietnam” ap-
peared in The Cambridge History 
of the Vietnam War: Volume II—
Escalation and Stalemate, edited 
by Andrew Preston (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 
2024), pages 58-82 (link).  An-
other chapter, “Air Power and the 
U.S. Air Force” appeared in The 
Oxford Handbook of American 
Military History, edited by Samu-
el J. Watson (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2025), pages 
263-277 (link).  His article,  
“Critiquing the Air Force Acade-
my’s Core: Does It Satisfy the 
Need?” was in the November 
2025 issue of Air and Space Pow-
er Operations Review, pages 80-
92 (link). 

 
Dik Daso 

(Class of 1981; DFH 
1992-93) 

 
Dik’s latest book 
is out now and 
available on Am-
azon (link). The 
book shines a 
light on a lesser 
known Revolu-
tionary War hero, who came from 
humble beginnings as a planter in 
South Carolina to play a key role 
in disrupting British control in the 
South. 

Don Bishop 
(DFH 1975-79) 

 

     Don continues to publish in 
many different media and on var-
ious topics.  Here are his latest 
publications.  
     First, a few articles:  “Well 
Choreographed: The Victory Day 
Parade in Beijing,” in RealClear 
Defense (link) ; “Public Diploma-
cy in Single-Party States: The 
Case of China” in American Di-
plomacy (link); “Religious Liber-
ty: Three American Sto-
ries,” in RealClear History 
(link); “Understanding Anti-
Semitism from a Neglected Film 
and Novel” in Academic Ques-
tions (link); “General Lansdale at 
the Air Force Academy’s 1978 
Military History Symposi-
um,” Institute of World Politics 
(link); “Communicating Values:   
Looking Back at the Four Free-
doms,” in Shaping Nations for 
Conflict and War(link); “Painting 
Our Principles,” in American 
Purpose (link); “Seven Modern 
Wonders,” in American Purpose 
(link); A “Trinity College and 
World War I” series and other 
stories of Trinity College veterans 
in the Trinity Tripod (link); 
“Julian Simon: In the Fleet and 
with the Marines,” Acton Insti-
tute (link).  And now for some 
book reviews: Education and 
Liberty: The Role of Schools in a 
Modern Democracy, by James 
Bryant Conant (1953) (link); A 
Nineteenth Century American 
Reader, U.S. Information Agency 
(1988) (link);  Liberal Education 
in the Service Academies, by Wil-
liam E. Simons (1965) (link); 
Base Hospital No. 9 AEF: A His-
tory of the New York Hospital 
Unit During Two Years of Active 
Service, by Raymond Shirling 
Brown (1920) (link); and Valley 
of the Larks, by Eric Purdon 
(1939) (link). 

David Arnold 
(DFH 1997-99)  

 

     David’s latest book is an edit-
ed volume called Space Force 
Pioneers: Trailblazers of the 
Sixth Branch (link).  The book 
has won the Space History book 
prize from the Air Force Histor-
ical Foundation.  He will accept 
the award at the annual banquet 
in May (see page eight for a 
complete writeup).   

 
John Norvell 

(DFH 1978-81)  

 
John’s flying 
memoir, 
Fighter Ga-
tor was pub-
lished in 
2022 (link).  
He also co-
authored, 
with Col 

Dick Anderegg (USAF, Ret., 
former director of Air Force 
History and Museums), a bicen-
tennial history of the military at 
Hobart College, titled Hobart 
and William Smith Colleges' 
Legacy of Military History 
(2022) (link). John continues to 
contribute to various historical 
journals. His most recent article 
examines Revolutionary War 
soldiers interred in the Old City 
Cemetery in Nashville, Tennes-
see, (Middle Tennessee Journal 
of Genealogy and History). Of 
particular note, John was award-
ed an honorary Doctor of Hu-
mane Letters (LHD) by Hobart 
and William Smith Colleges in 
2024.  Finally, he writes a regu-
lar column for the OpEd page in 
his local paper, The Finger 
Lakes Times, on historical sub-
jects and veteran related infor-
mation. 

 

https://www.cambridge.org/us/universitypress/subjects/history/military-history/building-air-force-air-corps-and-formation-us-airpower?format=HB&isbn=9781009728416
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/cambridge-history-of-the-vietnam-war/air-wars-in-vietnam/3CB810F8149FA5109C59CFC1B8EA7534).
https://academic.oup.com/edited-volume/61641/chapter-abstract/539768341?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#search/dikdaso%40gmail.com/FMfcgzQfCMnJMmZQXnWHdWKmJcZfDRhP
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2025/09/08/well_choreographed_the_victory_day_parade_in_beijing_1133376.html
https://americandiplomacy.web.unc.edu/2026/02/public-diplomacy-in-single-party-states-the-case-of-china/
https://www.realclearreligion.org/articles/2026/02/11/religious_liberty_three_american_stories_1164292.html
https://www.nas.org/academic-questions/37/3/understanding-anti-semitism-from-a-neglected-film-and-novel
https://www.academia.edu/128600930/General_Lansdale_at_the_Air_Force_Academy_s_1978_Military_History_Symposium
https://www.persuasion.community/p/painting-our-principles
https://trinitytripod.com/?s=Donald+M.+Bishop
https://www.acton.org/julian-simon-fleet-and-marines
https://www.academia.edu/113640325/An_insightful_survey_of_issues_in_American_secondary_and_higher_education_in_1952
https://publicdiplomacy.org/news_manager.php?page=34633
https://www.academia.edu/125005429/Book_Review_Liberal_Education_in_the_Service_Academies_by_William_E_Simons
https://www.academia.edu/124521533/Lessons_from_an_American_Military_Hospital_in_World_War_I
https://www.academia.edu/144341819/An_admired_juvenile_novel_of_Inner_Mongolia_in_the_1930s
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=space+force+pioneers&adgrpid=1334809580522276&hvadid=83425869889796&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=66801&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvtargid=kwd-83426703372313%3Aloc-190&hydadcr=22560_13494430&mcid=2f0122cdb1ac31aea0e756ef93c1149c&msclkid=07d3d
https://www.amazon.com/Fighter-Gator-Lt-John-Norvell/dp/1098397339
https://issuu.com/hwscolleges/docs/hws_veterans_book_final_upd
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William 
Fischer, Jr. 
(DFH 1991-94) 

 
Bill gave the key-
note address in 
November, 2025 
for the dedication 
of a new monu-
ment honoring 
thirteen United 

States Colored Troops (USCT) bur-
ied in unmarked graves in the histor-
ic Payne Chapel AME Cemetery in 
Canonsburg, PA. Of special surprise 
was that a member of the 1st KS 
Colored Infantry is interred in a 
marked grave in the cemetery; from 
2010 to 2016, Bill was the NPS his-
torian at Fort Scott National Historic 
Site (NHS) in Kansas where the unit 
was federalized in 1863 as the 79th 
USCT (New). Bill retired from the 
NPS in 2020 as the division chief at 
Steamtown NHS, Scranton, PA 
(third largest archives in the NPS). 
He is also the immediate past PA 
state commander for the Sons of Un-
ion Veterans of the Civil War and 
regularly speaks on the USCT. 
 
Virginia Caine 

Tonneson 
(Class of 1980, history 

major) 

 
Ginny was one of 
157 women who 
were the first fe-
male cadets at 
USAFA arriving in 
1976.  She kept a 
daily journal of her time as a cadet, 
which she has turned into a book 
titled: Joining the Long Blue Line: 
The First Women at the Air Force 
Academy (Long Line Heritage Press, 
2026) (link).  Her father, BGen Phil 
Caine (longtime DFH tenured pro-
fessor, Acting DFH Head, and later 
the first permanent professor in CW) 
contributed to the book by providing 
historical insight.  
 

Debbie Shattuck Burton 
(DFH 1987-91)   

 

Since Debbie left DFH in 1991, 
she was widowed and has since 
remarried.  With her new hus-
band, Richard, she has written a 

book, When 
Death Does 
You Part: A 
Biblically In-
formed Guide 
through Wid-
owhood and 
Remarriage 
(Shepherd 
Press, 2025) 
(link). 

 
Gary Willis 
(Friend of DFH) 

 
Gary’s 2023 
book, Red Mark-
ers: The Rest of 
the Story, was a 
Gold Medal 
Award from Mil-
itary Writers So-
ciety of America 

(link). Red Markers were a small Air 
Force forward air controller (FAC) 
detachment, along with the elite Vi-
etnamese Airborne Division and its 
US Army advisors (called Red 
Hats). The Red Markers and Red 
Hats fought alongside the Airborne 
in battles throughout Vietnam and 
Cambodia for more than a decade. 
Also, Gary’s magazine article from 
2022 titled “The Cambodian Incur-
sion.” was published in Air and 
Space Power History,Fall 2022 – 
Vol 69, No. 2, p. 27 (link). 
 

Edward 
Westermann 

(Class of 1984; 
DFH 1993-95) 

 

Ed continues to 
write and lec-
ture. In Febru-
ary, he gave the 
annual International Holocaust Re-
membrance Day Address as part of 
the Martin-Springer Institute Lecture 
Series at Northern Arizona Universi-
ty.  He retired in May 2025 as a Re-
gents Professor of History Emeritus 
of History and a Piper Professor 
from Texas A&M.  In Spring 2026, 
he will be the Theodore Zev and 
Alice R. Weiss-Holocaust Educa-
tional Foundation Chair in Holo-
caust Studies Visiting Professor at 
Northwestern University.  His latest 

article is “Auf der Flucht Erschas-
sen” (Shot While Trying to Escape”) 
in The Journal of Perpetrator Re-
search (Dec 2025) (link). 

 
Mike Young 

(Army Exchange Of-
ficer 1992-94) 

 

Mike worked as the 
Command Historian 
for the Air Force 
Technical Applica-
tions Center 
(AFTAC) from 
2011 to 2022. At 
AFTAC, he declas-
sified many docu-
ments pertaining to 

the origins of AFTAC in the 1950s. In 
2022, AFTAC published his 
book, Nuclear Vigilance: The Creation 
of the Atomic Energy Detection System 
and its Impact on Nuclear Arms Con-
trol Goals during the Eisenhower Ad-
ministration (link). Also, in 2021, Air 
Power History published his article, 
“The Air Force’s Long Range Detec-
tion Program and Project MOGUL” 
 

Miguel Lopez 
(DFH 1996-20) 

 

After retiring in 
2024, Miguel 
went back for 
his PhD.  He is 
studying at the 
University of 
North Texas.  
He is presenting 
a paper in tat the 
Society for Mili-
tary History Annual Conference titled 
“The Interplay of Military Necessity 
and Auftragstaktik.”  

 
 

Mark Grotelueschen (DFH 1998-
2000, 2006-10, 2012-18) with 
Doug Kennedy (class of 1989, 
DFH 1995-96, 2006-10), John Ab-
batiello (current faculty), and John 
Farquahar (class of 1980, DFH 
1983-86, 1999-2002)  formed a 
panel at the Flint Hills Military 
History Symposium at Kansas State 
University.  The panel was based 
on a larger book project for Univer-
sity of Oklahoma Press scheduled 
for early 2027.   

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0GQQS8Y94?ref=sp_email&asin=B0GQQS8Y94&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1
https://www.shepherdpress.com/products/when-death-does-you-part/
https://www.lulu.com/shop/gary-willis/red-markers-the-rest-of-the-story/hardcover/product-n8n4gk.html?q=Red+Markers%3A+The+rest+of+the+story&page=1&pageSize=4
https://afhistory.org/air-space-power-history-fall-2022/
https://jpr.winchesteruniversitypress.org/articles/10.21039/jpr.8.1.194
https://www.amazon.com/Nuclear-Vigilance-Detection-Eisenhower-Administration/dp/1312424532/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1HPZZXV09BT4X&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.M6ETRSl5rsm9XAvr8cQCBMNc-zCuMrGIJsfiX9utWGg3MJ0Pgb-qoRhtJ4XEE1qUBfy7cg7MWwgRrxw5LQe0LPz4wpuIq5p44DvISbrDI-5xRAOlUGyiQ5
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TWO BOOK REVIEWS 
By Larry A. Weaver (Class of 1976; DFH 1984-90) 

Red Markers:  The 
Rest of Story is the 
sequel by Gary Wil-
lis to the 2012 Red 
Markers: Close Air 
Support for the Viet-
namese Airborne 
1962-1975. The first 
book examined the 
changing nature of 
forward air control 
operations in the Vi-

etnam War.  This second volume is dedicat-
ed to telling the personal stories of many of 
the participants, from Red Markers to those 
who fought with them. Red Marker was the 
radio call sign of the Forward Air Control-
lers who directed close air support for the 
Vietnamese Airborne from 1962 to early 
1973.  This highly personal telling of the 
story enriches the history of the period by 
bringing the lives of those who fought into 
sharper focus. 
     Willis begins the tale with a chapter on 
“The Cambodian Incursion” because it was 
the high-water mark of the Red Markers 
involvement in Vietnam.  This chapter 
alone sets the stage for how Red Markers 
operated in austere environments with their 
own best judgments as a guide.  The next 
several chapters serve to widen the story 
with a description of the cooperation 
among the red berets (Vietnamese para-
troopers), the red hats (American army 
advisers) and the Red Markers. The third 
chapter is dedicated to a background telling 
of the Red Marker origin story from 1962-
1964.  While chapter four gives the reader 
an understanding of what it was like to fly 
the O-1 and O-2A.   
     With the scene set, the author begins the 
tale in chorological order from 1965, the 
official Americanization of the War, to 
1975 and the fall of South Vietnam.  These 
personal stories place the expansion of the 
war to its final collapse in terms of opera-
tions at the tip of the spear.  Willis brings 
the story to a close with a chapter contain-
ing a complete listing of the Red Markers 
and where they are as of 2022. 
     The Vietnam War has attracted numer-
ous tellings from diplomatic failures and 
military actions to deep analysis on why we 
lost from every point of view.  This book 
takes all of that sometimes sterile recital of 
a doomed cause and makes it personal.  As 
your read the stories you feel the personal 
commitment of all the players and you find 
yourself pulling for some miracle that al-
lows the war to end on a successful note 
with a free and independent South Vietnam 
populated by native heroes and Americans 
satisfied with a job well done.  

     It is also useful from another point of 
view.  It is a guide for future forward air 
controllers supporting indigenous forces.  
At the tactical level they got it right even 
if the war itself was lost at a strategic 
level. The Red Markers: The Rest of the 
Story captures a story easily forgotten in 
a war that now seems to be already lost in 
faded memory.  Gary Willis has done all 
of us a favor and documented their per-
sonal story before it truly disappears 
 

To Educate American 
Indians Edited and 
Introduced by Larry 
C. Skogen.  
 
 This is the second vol-
ume dedicated to the 
papers from the Depart-
ment of Indian Educa-
tion and its affiliation 
with the National Edu-
cational Association.  It 

is the perfect bookend for the first vol-
ume which showed in educators’ own 
words their intentions, mistakes, preju-
dices and outcomes of their attempt to 
mainstream Native American education.   
     This volume contains 30 papers pre-
sented from 1905-1909.  The individual 
topics cover high-level questions such as 
“Indians and Their Education” to obvious 
assumptions such as “Essential Features 
of the Education of the Child Race” to 
the downright mundane of 
“Demonstration Lesson: Wheat and 
Bread Making.” These papers reflect the 
era’s values, the fact that the government 
had crushed all resistance, and the de-
sired goal to assimilate Native Americans 
into the broader culture under strict as-
sumptions about their capabilities. Con-
gressman John J. Fitzgerald summed up 
one desired end state: “Some good per-
sons believe that all distinctly Indian 
traits should be completely eliminated.  I 
am of those who believe that the good of 
the Indian character should be cultivated 
and the bad eliminated.”  The open issue 
was defining what was good or bad.  
Clark University’s president, G. Stanley 
Hall, stood in the middle asking, “Why 
not make a good Indian rather than a 
cheap imitation of the white man?” Final-
ly, the government representative, Fran-
cis E. Leupp, Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, counseled patience until “the 
Indian will voluntarily drop his racial 
oddities as he becomes more and more 
one of our common body politic and 
learns to breathe the atmosphere of our 
civilization as his own.”  While these 

differences made great fodder for debate, 
there was little questioning of the basic 
assumptions that Native American chil-
dren needed to be taught in boarding 
schools, recognized as an inferior race, 
and relegated to and trained for service 
jobs as fit their limited capabilities.  
     The central character, Estelle Reel, 
stood at the center of much of the debate 
and action.  Reel led a groundbreaking 
career as an educator, second woman 
elected to public office as a State Super-
intendent of Public Education, and the 
first woman to hold a position requiring 
US Senate ratification. She served as the 
Superintendent of Indian Schools from 
1898 to 1910.  On the positive side she is 
responsible for integrating the topic of 
Native American education into the na-
tional education debate. On the negative 
side she believed that the “Indian has the 
physical attributes of an adult with the 
mentality of a fourteen-year-old boy.” 
Needless to say, this comment is fraught 
with some dark undertones. In the end she 
raised the issue of Native American edu-
cation in the public mind but fell danger-
ously victim to the cultural norms of the 
time that treated Native Americans as 
wards of the state with little hope of real-
ly becoming full-fledged “Americans.”  
On balance her and her department’s 
good intentions left Native Americans 
only marginally better off if not in a 
worse condition. Boarding schools served 
to destroy Native American culture, harm 
children’s health, and educate them only 
to fill service industry needs.  Her crea-
tion denied opportunities to students with 
ability and ambition.  In the end, Con-
gress did not fund Reel’s position after 
1910, and on balance that may have been 
a good thing.   
     This book, much like its predecessor, 
serves as a guide to good intentions gone 
wrong because of bad assumptions, lack 
of vision and bureaucratic ineptitude.  As 
a reader, I am left with three questions: 
what motivated Reel, and why did she not 
see and correct the defects of the system, 
and what were the long-term ramifica-
tions of this failure?  On a personal level 
you must wonder about the individual 
lives of Native American students that 
survived this system.  How many happy 
endings were there?  Larry Skogen has 
done us a great service with this second 
volume.  It clearly shows that the effort 
To Educate American Indians was an 
exercise fraught with good and bad inten-
tions that served nobody’s needs.  It is a 
warning bell to the nations effort to edu-
cate successive waves of minorities and 
immigrants that should not be ignored. 
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Gone But Not Forgotten 
(https://usafadfhalumniassociation.com/gone-but-not-forgotten/) 

Roger Fosdick 
August 13, 1944–

November 26, 2025 
 

Retired Lt Col Rog-
er B. Fosdick, who 
taught in DFH from 
1977-1979 and 1982

-1987, passed away in California on 
November 26, 2025, at the age of 80. 
At Claremont Men’s College he began 
as a pre-med student until a collision 
with chemistry moved him to major in 
psychology, but he also discovered it 
was history courses that most interest-
ed him.   
     After graduating cum laude from 
CMC, he attended Officer Training 
School and as a distinguished graduate 
received a regular commission.  After 
training at Keesler AFB, he was a 
communications officer -- at Lowry 
AFB, U-Tapao Royal Thai Air Base 
(he lightheartedly called the naval air-
field a “seaside resort”), and Altus 
AFB. He recalled operations at U-
Tapao quickened when the base’s B-
52s flew in Operation Linebacker. He 
was licensed as a private pilot. Select-
ed for DFH, he earned a master’s de-
gree in history from Claremont Gradu-
ate School.  
     During his first tour in Fairchild 
Hall, he was a “trencher.” He later 
received his PhD from the same insti-
tution. His dissertation examined sta-
tistical measures of Army enlisted mo-
rale in World War II. In his second 
DFH tour he was an Associate Profes-
sor and director of plans and research. 
After he retired, he became the Air 
Force Junior ROTC instructor in the 
Moreno Valley Unified School District 
in Moreno Valley, California, teaching 
there for 19 years. During the school’s 
summer vacations, he and his wife 
traveled to many countries.  
     DFHer Elliott Converse recalls 
Roger was “always serious and highly 
professional regarding the Air Force 
and as an instructor in DFH.” Bob 
Ehrhart recalls Roger “always had a 
smile and an offer to help at the 
ready.” [DMB] 
 
 
 

 
 

Mark Berent 
October 24, 

1931—September 
29, 2025 

 
The friends of DFH 
lost a dear compat-

riot this last September when Lt Col 
Mark E. Berent, USAF (Ret), passed 
away quietly, aged 93. He hailed 
from Minneapolis, Minnesota, but 
received a Bachelor of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering from Arizo-
na State University.  
     Mark began his distinguished Air 
Force career as an enlisted man be-
fore entering the aviation cadet pro-
gram. After pilot training, he served 
a career as a fighter pilot logging 
time in the F-86, F-100, and F-4. He 
served three combat tours in South-
east Asia, flying 452 combat sorties 
for 1,084 combat hours.  He was 
later stationed in Phnom Penh, Cam-
bodia, for two years, piloting propel-
ler-driven aircraft and, through an 
unusual twist in communications, 
was tasked with running the air war 
for several weeks from a unique 
post. His decorations include the 
Silver Star, Legion of Merit, Distin-
guished Flying Cross with one oak 
leaf cluster, Bronze Star, and Air 
Medal with twenty-four oak leaf 
clusters.   
     Later in life, he also authored five 
Vietnam air war historical fiction 
novels—Rolling Thunder, Steel 
Tiger, Phantom Leader, Eagle Sta-
tion, and Storm Flight—as part of 
the“Wings of War" series. His first 
novel, Rolling Thunder, quickly be-
came a favorite among veterans and 
aviation enthusiasts, praised for its 
realism, intensity, and deep respect 
for those who served. His novels and 
subsequent voluminous articles cap-
ture the essence of combat flying in 
Southeast Asia.   
     And he was my friend. I met him 
in the summer of 1973, when he was 
essentially running our air opera-
tions to support Cambodian forces in 
that beleaguered nation, before Con-
gress terminated funding for combat 
operations. He was the firm voice on 
the radio that we forward air control-

lers followed in our mission assignments. 
I met him twice there in Phnom Penh, but 
developed a strong friendship in later 
years. I always enjoyed his company and 
the endless stories that he shared. He 
loved attending the veterans’ reunions, 
and we loved having him there. We, his 
fellow combat aviators, friends, and his 
vibrant family, will miss him so. Sadly, I 
can only offer a slow, tearful hand salute 
to a great person and lifetime friend. Fair 
skies and favoring winds. Vaya con Dios. 
[Darrel Whitcomb] 

 
Ted Kracht 

March 15, 1967—
October 10, 2025 

 
Theodore (Ted) An-
drew  Kracht, Class of 
1989, passed away at 
home in Fort Collins, 

Colorado.  He was born in Wooster, 
Ohio.  Ted began his Air Force career as 
a missile launch officer and after his first 
tour reported to Maxwell AFB where he 
created the first online distance learning 
program for the Air Command and Staff 
College.  During his tenure at Air Univer-
sity, he completed his master’s degree in 
History at the University of Alabama. 
Ted returned to DFH and taught world 
and military history for three years before 
leaving the Air Force and heading to the 
West Coast.  After a brief business career, 
he went to work for the Department of 
Energy at Western Area Power Admin-
istration as an Electric Power Systems 
Grid Operator.  He played a vital role in 
managing the US power grid system west 
of the Mississippi River.  His love for 
Colorado and Falcon football led him to 
transfer to the WAPA headquarters in 
Fort Collins, Colorado.  While here, he 
played a vital role as a shift manager 
leading a team responsible for keeping 
the lights on for over half the nation. Ted 
made Fort Collins his home, sharing it 
with family, a library filled with books, 
and an abiding love for all things Star 
Trek.  He always remained true to his first 
calling, history.  His sudden passing was 
a shock to everyone that knew him.  He is 
survived by family, a host of friends and 
classmates who will miss him.  His ser-
vice will be conducted at the USAF 
Academy Cemetery at 1300 on 27 April 
2026. [Larry Weaver]   

https://usafadfhalumniassociation.com/gone-but-not-forgotten/
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Santos-Dumont, Brazilian Aviation Icon:  

A Historiographical Debate  
By Kristi Lowenthal (Class of 1996; DFH 1998-1999) 

     Back in the summer of 1992, 
while finding myself at the receiv-
ing end of a lot of yelling, I men-
tally retreated into the historical 
knowledge concentrated in Con-
trails, the pocket USAFA 
knowledge book for newly in-
processing fourth-class cadets. I 
was not completely ignorant 
about aviation: I knew about the 
Wright Brothers’ first flights at 
Kitty Hawk, the Red Baron, Jim-
my Doolittle, Chuck Yeager, and 
a handful of other firsts. Contrails 
also introduced other important, 
but less well-known figures: the 
Montgolfier Brothers, Otto Lilien-
thal (briefly my nickname, of 
course), Frank Luke, Jr., and Billy 
Mitchell. For thirty years, I fig-
ured I had the basics covered 
when it came to the progenitors of 
early aviation.  
     I did not expect to come face-
to-bust with an entirely unknown 
(to me) pioneer of airpower in 
Brazil: Alberto Santos-Dumont. 
Copies of his bust, like the one 
below, are displayed prominently 
in nearly every Brazilian Air 
Force base and civilian airport in 
Brazil, as well as many other air-
ports around South America. His 
name is in every Brazilian avia-
tion ceremony, Air Force dinner, 

and flying award presentation. 
Who was this guy and why had I 
never heard of him in Contrails, 
or anywhere else for that matter? 
In researching this article, I real-
ized the omission in the USAF 
record may not have been entire-
ly inadvertent. First, some foun-
dational facts and claims: 
     Alberto Santos-Dumont was 
born on 20 July 1873, the sixth 
of eight children of wealthy 
French parents and the first of 
his siblings to be born in the 
family’s new home in the agri-
cultural state of Minas Gerais, 
Brazil, where his father Henrique 
Dumont relocated his family for 
railroad engineering work. 
Young Alberto, who would later 
be known just by his last names 
(with or without the hyphen), 
showed an early interest in aero-
nautical science and attended a 
series of science, technical, and 
engineering schools in Brazil, 
although he was indifferent to 
formal studies. At age 24, he de-
parted Brazil for France, where 
he bought one of the first gaso-
line-powered motor cars for rac-
ing and developed a love of hot-
air ballooning. He later designed 
and created nine balloon-based 
aircraft and accepted paying pas-
sengers for short voyages. Pri-
vately, he pushed the limits of 
altitude and time aloft, at one 
point remaining airborne for 22 
hours. He began experiments 
with dirigible airships in 1898, 
believing that evolutionary de-
sign and development were the 
only ways to achieve powered 
flight. He built and discarded 
four airships until, desirous of an 
airmanship prize offered by oil 
tycoon and Aero-Club de France 

co-founder Henri Deutsch de la 
Meurthe, he built his fifth and 
sixth craft. Santos-Dumont’s at-
tempts at the Deutsch Prize result-
ed in numerous crashes and inju-
ries, along with several successful 
attempts that exceeded the allow-
able 30-minute course time limit. 
Finally confident of his ability to 
succeed, on 19 October 1901, 
with a large group of onlookers, 
he succeeded in taking off in his 
dirigible-based craft No. 6, com-
pleting the required circuit around 
the Eiffel Tower and returning to 
the Saint-Cloud airfield in the re-
quired time, but a difficult landing 
caused him to exceed the time 
limit by mere seconds. The Aero-
Club de France initially disquali-
fied the effort but protests from 
spectators and later heated public 
outcry convinced the members to 
reverse their decision, awarding 
Santos-Dumont the Deutsch prize 
and creating an instant interna-
tional celebrity.  
     Buoyed by his fame, Santos-
Dumont embarked on an interna-
tional tour to generate interest in 
aeronautics. Despite talks with 
President Theodore Roosevelt and 
flirting with a series of demon-
strations in the US with interested 
representatives from the Army 
and Navy, Santos-Dumont instead 
left for Monaco in 1902 without a 
single flight on US soil. He con-
tinued to travel widely while cre-
ating four more airships, two of 
which were heavily damaged by 
sabotage. In the meantime, the 
Wright Brothers succeeded in 
their attempts with heavier-than-
air flight in 1903, but, according 
to some, their underpowered en-
gine required either a “catapult” 
or the stiff winds of Kitty Hawk 
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Alberto Santos-Dumont, circa 1909  

to generate sufficient power for 
liftoff; their private experiments 
also included no “official” ob-
servers (more on these two claims 
below). In Europe, Santos-
Dumont continued to experiment 
publicly with his own heavier-
than-air craft. On October 23, 
1906, Santos Dumont’s single-
seat 14-bis canard biplane, the 
first aircraft fitted with wheels for 
landing, achieved the first offi-
cially certified, publicly wit-
nessed powered flight in Europe, 
covering 60 meters at a height of 
three meters and earning him an 
Aero-Club de France prize named 
for the club’s co-founder, the 25-
meter “Coupe d’Aviation Ernest 
Archdeacon.” This event was ob-
served and documented by a 
crowd, demonstrating “controlled 
flight” (another claim addressed 
below). On 12 November 1906, 
he won a second Deutsch prize 
for flight of 100 meters by exe-
cuting five public flights in front 
of a crowd with film company 
Pathé recording the action, thus 
becoming the first film footage of 
sustained airplane flight. He was 
ultimately able to fly 220 meters 
at a height of six meters, which 
were the first heavier-than-air 
flights certified by the Aero-Club 
of France, the first such flights 
officially witnessed by an aero-
nautics recordkeeping body, and 
the first flights of their kind rec-
ognized by the Fédération Aéro-
nautique Internationale. Santos-
Dumont continued to experiment 
with, refine, and perfect his air-
craft creations until his health de-
teriorated after World War I. He 
died at age 59 on 23 July 1932. 
     What happened to Santos-           
Dumont’s legacy is where the 
record becomes murky. In Brazil, 
he is the unrivaled Father of Avi-
ation who flew the first fully self-
powered, sustainable flights in 
front of crowds while advancing 
important ancillary technologies 
like aviation film footage, landing  
gear, and the wristwatch (see  

 
companion article by John Teri-
no); the premier Brazilian Air 
Force service medal is named in 
his honor. France also honors 
Santos-Dumont as its most fa-
mous early aviation pioneer, 
judging his numerous well-
documented public experiments 
to mark the official start of the 
aviation age. In the US, however, 
his record is met with considera-
ble skepticism. After discussing 
the content of this article with 
my old friend, DFH alum and 
airpower specialist Dr. John Te-
rino of Air University, he sup-
plied numerous rebuttals to the 
Santos-Dumont mythos. 
     Aviation historian Tom 
Crouch posited that Santos-
Dumont was largely a copier: he 
had neither the engineering 
knowledge nor command of avi-
ation principles as those dis-
played by the Wright Brothers. 
The Wrights’ licensees in France 
pursued a patent case against 
Santos-Dumont and other avia-
tion companies but the cases 
were never fully resolved. 
Crouch also challenges the secre-
cy presumed around the Wrights’ 
flights, recording a number of 
accounts of those who saw the 
Wrights fly in 1904, including 
Amos L. Root, who wrote the 
first published eye-witness ac-

count of a Wright flight made on 
20 September 1904.  
     Another source is noted Eng-
lish aviation historian Charles H. 
Gibbs-Smith, who debunked the 
notion of the Wrights using a cat-
apult in their earliest flights, cate-
gorizing the carriage-and-rail sys-
tem used in 1903 as a stabilizing 
yoke, “The Wrights did not use 
any accelerated take-off device 
for their 1903 flights: this 
[catapult] device was first used in 
1904” for additional speed upon 
takeoff. Regarding their Dec 17, 
1903 flight, he wrote, "These 
flights were the first in the history 
of the world in which a piloted 
machine had taken off under its 
own power; had made powered, 
controlled, and sustained flights; 
and had landed on ground as high 
as that from which it had taken 
off." Regarding Santos-Dumont’s 
second Deutsch Prize-winning 
flight in Nov 1906, Gibbs-Smith 
sniffed, "...it was not of course 
flying in any true sense of the 
word, let alone sustained and con-
trolled flight." 
     The question of who was truly 
first to fly presents an interesting 
historiographical debate. For 
Americans, the Wright Brothers 
are the uncontested victors, with 
their earliest successful aviation 
experiments and seminal airplane 
design. For Brazilians, pride in 
their self-promoting native son 
Santos-Dumont overwhelms the 
Wrights’ quiet accomplishments, 
even though his flights were obvi-
ously years later. We do know 
Santos-Dumont and the Wright 
Brothers knew each other person-
ally and clamored for details of 
each successful aviation experi-
ment, often incorporating ideas 
gained from the other in construc-
tive competition. The Wright 
Brothers advanced the technical 
mechanics of flight, while Santos-
Dumont popularized and empha-
sized the accessibility of air trav-
el. Together, their achievements 
accelerated aeronautics for com-



15 

mercial, leisure, and military uses, 
defining the birth of aviation 
through their shared discoveries.      
The USAF should consider restor-
ing Santos-Dumont to a place of 
pride in Contrails and in other 
foundational aviation history 
sources as an important early avia-
tion innovator and venerated avia-
tion hero in South America. Per-
haps Brazil has an extra bust lying 
around. . . 
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GROWING THE RANKS 

     On March 3, 1964, President Lyndon 

Johnson signed Public Law 88-276, which 

authorized both the US Air Force Academy 

and the US Military Academy to expand to 

equal the US Naval Academy’s strength.  

USAFA’s Cadet Wing soon grew from 2,529 

to 4,417 cadets.  This change had been initi-

ated by President John Kennedy. 

 —From USAFA’s Facebook page  
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Alberto Santos-Dumont  

and the Birth of the Pilot Watch 
By John Terino (DFH 1991-1995) 

     When the image of the stereo-
typical pilot comes to mind, most 
of us picture a rugged individual 
full of energy and skeptical of au-
thority clad in a leather jacket, 
wearing sunglasses, and sporting a 
massive wristwatch as a mini-
mum. The person who advanced a 
major aspect of this stereotypical 
accoutrement was one of the first 
pilots, Alberto Santos-Dumont. In 
many respects, Santos-Dumont 
was the living embodiment of La 
Belle Époque, a fastidious dresser, 
the flamboyant man about town, 
and obsessed with a developing a 
better present and future through 
the mastery of technology. As he 
developed his airships, he would 
often be seen running errands 
above the streets of Paris.  He 
would even stop, tether his dirigi-
ble overhead, and visit a sidewalk 
café for a break.  
     While flying his machines, he 
struggled to use his pocket watch 
when needed for timing purposes 
because he could not take his 
hands from the controls long 
enough.  In 1904, while at a party, 
(of course), he asked his friend, 
the famous jeweler, Louis Cartier, 
to create a device that would al-
low him to both maintain control 
of his aircraft and still tell time.  
Cartier devised the first practical 
wristwatch for men and gifted it to 
his friend.  
     For almost a century, wrist-
watches were considered jewelry 
suitable for women.  The first 
wristwatch was delivered to Caro-
line Murat, the Queen of Naples 
and sister of Napoleon, in 1812. It 
was developed by the famous 
watch designer Abraham-Louis 
Breguet, whose timepieces are 
still manufactured and coveted 
today.  

    Cartier was renowned for its 
exquisite jewelry but had only 
been making pocket and pendant 
watches since 1853. By 1888, 
they created exquisite, jeweled 
wristwatches for high society 
women and the royal houses of 
Europe as well.  The watch de-
vised for Alberto Santos-Dumont 
was originally one-of-a-kind, but 
Cartier, after working with mas-
ter watchmaker Edmond Jaeger 
(later of Jaeger-LeCoultre) en-
sured the accuracy of the device. 
Louis Cartier designed the flat 
face, the square dial, and the 
strap.  The result was first true 
men’s wristwatch and realistical-
ly, the first pilot’s watch.  Start-
ing in 1911, the first line of Car-
tier men’s watches, the Santos-
Dumont was introduced and has 
been in production ever since.  
Later, in 1917, Cartier developed 
his second line of men’s watches, 
the Tank, with the first model 
supposedly gifted to General Per-
shing by Louis Cartier himself 
before it went into full mass pro-
duction in 1919. 
     World War l led to several 
changes in fashion.  Among the 
most significant was the populari-
zation of the wristwatch as both a 
practical and a fashion accessory 
for men. Not only did aviators 
require an accurate timepiece that 
they could employ while in the 
air, but infantry soldiers in the 
trenches had similar needs. 
Cheap wristwatches as essential 
instruments for timing the fall of 
shot and coordinating mass 
movements across terrain became 
standard issue.  Their inherent 
practicality coupled with innova-
tion in design, largely represented 
by the Cartier Santos and Tank, 
led to wristwatches becoming 

essential components of men’s 
fashion.  The development of sin-
gularly distinctive and functional 
aviation watches capitalized on 
the innovation of the Santos and 
brands such as Breitling, Omega, 
Waltham, and Heuer all became 
associated with pilots, astronauts, 
and race car drivers. A far cry 
from the simple pocket watch that 
the Wright Brothers mounted on 
their 1903 Flyer.  
     Regardless of his status as an 
early aviator, the most enduring 
legacy of the Brazilian aviation 
pioneer, even if many are not tru-
ly aware, might as the godfather 
of THE symbol of an aviator and 
essential male fashion accessory, 
the wristwatch. In this aspect of 
pilot ethos and aviation culture, 
Alberto Santos-Dumont was well 
ahead of and above his peers.   
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DFH through the AFAF, visit their home page at this link.  Then click on the “Give Now” button in the upper 

right-hand portion of the homepage.  Scroll down to “Other Giving Opportunities.” In the drop-down menu, 

click on “Academics” and scroll down to “History Department Fund.”  Or write to them at: Air Force 

Academy Foundation, 3116 Academy Drive, USAF Academy, CO  80840-4475,  (719) 472-0300 

HQ USAFA/DFH 
 

2354 Fairchild Drive,  
Suite 6F-101 

USAF Academy, CO 80840 
Phone: (719) 333-3230 

DSN: 333-3230  
First.Last@afacademy.af.edu 

USAFA DFHAA 

c/o Larry Weaver,   
10551 James Wren Way,  

Fairfax, VA 22030  
Weaver cell:  703-969-1343 
laweaverphd@gmail.com 

Falcon Footnote Aircrew 

Permanent Professor  

Col Meg Martin 
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Mark Clodfelter     Donna Clodfelter 
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We Are On The Web 

Alumni:   

usafadfhalumniassocia-
tion.com/ 

Or 

USAFA History Department: 

https://www.usafa.edu/
department/history   
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